©
E
said v 5 share c xt =
save @& way = love perfect show SSholy = q%,_
B2 strengthen Tearnestly £ Jipst g0 < consume discerning grow G 2 92
@ 7 © =benefit =Mercy let 2 .—heir 9 bod v &4
Se2 < o declared discipline Y 5235 &
S =5 cswore Swashed = dtouch e S 3TE5 B
Y— c =
:%i = obtain please o o commanded oS53 §§
zlgelp : offer = endure g £ 08 g8
Q=3 =~ O
O 50 © S o3
£ sorother call bless ¥ & g work § 2 2
TS o 'heaven Shhew contmue sin geopy o5~
S = . = bring concern -3 « g
2 Py -, csacrifice ga o o9 Yc wgog
£ 2290 o hremain o o find Warns heart O3 Sac<
T S Safflicted B awconsider take o T2 L
o w= £2 a © joint designer = £ © 2
2 . restore jon gne c. =
a=8%3 S = make - _ power king O
2 % Searth @5 change = establish message 5 &S,
e foundation v eace >
5 £ good when o < P ]

< therefore covenant

The words above are the words used most frequently in the book of Hebrews.

Hebrews: Hold on to Faith in Jesus

Next week we will begin a series of lessons or sermons on the book of Hebrews. The book of Hebrews provides
many details that explain the relationship between the Old Testament and the New Testament. Heavenly things are said
to cast a shadow that could be seen when God’s people obeyed His Law. These shadows, visible at the time the book of
Hebrews was written, were the Temple in Jerusalem, sacrifices in the Temple, and Temple priests who did God’s work.
When God’s plan for earth unfolded in the coming of Jesus Christ, all these shadows pointed toward Him and His work.

The main point of the book of Hebrews can be summarized in one key verse:

4 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. Hebrews 4:14 (ESV)

The writer of Hebrews urges his readers to “hold fast our confession.” This “confession” is faith in “Jesus, the Son of

God.” The high priest of the Temple in Jerusalem, set up according to the law God gave to Moses were “shadows” of the
“great high priest” who came from Heaven, Jesus Christ.

The priests in Jerusalem’s Temple offered sacrifices so that people’s sins would be forgiven. Once a year the
High Priest gave a very special sacrifice on the Day of Atonement. This sacrifice was given for all the sins committed by
Jewish people who had failed to offer sacrifices for their sins. By offering this sacrifice these sins were forgiven, and God
promised that He would not punish the nation of Israel for these sins. The job of the high priest, then, was to do the
work of making sacrifices for the sins of believers. Jesus, as the “great high priest” offered the ultimate sacrifice so that
all who believe in Him would be forgiven of their sins.

The writer of Hebrews has more to say about this “confession” of faith in Jesus Christ. He is writing to believers
who have already have already heard the Gospel and are committed to following Jesus as Lord and Savior. His message
is for believers who are struggling to stay true to their faith in Jesus.

There are a lot of things we don’t know about the book of Hebrews. One early Christian writer, Eusebius (AD 260
—340), in his book, Ecclesiastical History, wrote, “Who wrote the epistle only God knows.” Many people have developed

theories of who may have written it. What is clear is that he had heard the word of the Gospel taught by the Apostles.
He writes:

! Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. Hebrews 2:1 (ESV)

He is not urging his readers to recognize himself as an authority on the Gospel. He is urging his readers to pay close
attention to the Gospel they have heard from the beginning of their walk with Jesus Christ.

This is a difficult time. Hold tightly to faith in Jesus Christ. He can save you.



Hebrews 1:1-13:25 — Word puzzle for some of the words that come from the book of Hebrews
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