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What Faith Does

When a child receives a gift wrapped up with wrapping paper, the child usually picks it up, turns it from
side to side and may even give it a little shake. The parent who gave the gift knows exactly what is under the
wrapping. The child doesn’t.

When God grants believers the gift of faith, at first, they don’t know what faith is. They find their
thoughts and emotions being transformed by the new life they have received by faith in Jesus Christ and the
power of the Holy Spirit indwelling them. But they can’t know everything about what has happened to them.

A person receiving a gift often doesn’t know how it was made, what it is, or the price paid to purchase
the materials used to make it. Once the wrapping paper is removed, however, one thing becomes clear. The
identity of the gift is revealed.

Faith is a gift given by God to believers (Ephesians 2:8). The gift of faith is different in one very
important way. Believers may never fully understand what the gift of faith is. But they know what faith does.
In Hebrews 11 we learn what faith has done in the lives of many saints who have come before us. Those who
receive the gift of faith have an obligation to demonstrate gratitude to God by their words and actions that
faith in Jesus Christ is at work in them.

Faithfulness Provides Assurance

!Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

+ By faith believers have become certain of what God has promised but has not yet given. Because believers trust
God’s promise, their faith gives them a firm grip on reality. Those who don’t believe in Jesus will find their proof of
Jesus’ promises on Judgment Day, but unfortunately that proof will be too late for their benefit.

Faithfulness Provides Commendation

2For by it the people of old received their commendation.
«  Faith provided “commendation” for believers in the Old Testament. In other words, their faith in God showed in
their actions that showed how much they loved and trusted God.

Faith Provides Revelation of God

3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.
* No human being alive on earth today witnessed the creation of the world, but scripture informs believers that God

brought the universe into existence by His word (Psalm 33:6, 9). Our physical existence is a testimony to the power
of God’s word.



Faithfulness Commends Righteousness

By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his
gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.

¢ Inverse 2 we were told that faith provided a “commendation” for those in the Old Testament who had faith. Now
we are given an example. "Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was
commended as righteous.” Why was Cain commended as righteous? Because of his faith, God considered
Abraham to be righteous (Genesis 15:6). "By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain.”
Evidently, Cain’s sacrifice was not offered by faith in God. Cain’s murderous response is proof that his faith in God
was not what it should have been. Yet, even though Abel was murdered long ago, his sacrifice “still speaks” as
proof of his faithfulness to God.

Faithfulness Pleases God

®By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended
as having pleased God.

e Enoch was raised up to heaven by God without Enoch needing to experience physical death. This also was
because of his faith revealed by his faithful actions which “pleased God”.

e Enoch’s ascension to heaven provide a prophetic foreshadowing of what will happen to believers who are alive on
earth when Jesus returns. They will immediately be with Jesus in heaven, without experiencing physical death.

& And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

e Faithis absolutely necessary. Without it a person cannot please God. This is because a human being will never
seek to please God if he or she doesn’t believe that God “exists,” and also believes that God “rewards those who
seek him.”

« Anon-believer is unable to put God first in all that they do and say because they have no reason to.

Righteousness Comes by Faith

"By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned
the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

¢ Noah was told what God was going to do and did what God commanded him to do. Because he built the ark his
family was saved from the devastation of the flood. His faith made him “an heir of the righteousness that comes
by faith”.

+  When God tells HIs people what He is going to do, and they believe Him, they also will become heirs “of the
righteousness that comes by faith.”

+ No human being can know the future, but we can know what God has revealed about the future. We can know it
with confidence.

Obedience Comes by Faith

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. ° By
faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 1° For he was looking forward
to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. ** By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she
considered him faithful who had promised. *2 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many
as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. Hebrews 11:8-12 (ESV)

e By faith Abraham was able to go to the land his descendants would one day inherit, even before Abraham had
ever seen that land.
e Those who arein Christ also are given an inheritance of a land they cannot see.

Faithful Saints Need Only God’s Promises of a Better Home

13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were
strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. ** If they had been thinking of that land from which
they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 1® But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. Hebrews 11:13-16 (ESV)

e When Abraham and Sarah died, they had not received the land God would grant to their
descendants.

e Those who believe in Jesus will one day receive an inheritance of a “better country, thatis a
heavenly one”.



Faithful Saints Know God Will Be Faithful

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, ¢ of whom it was said,
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” ¥ He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive
him back. 2° By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 2! By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the
head of his staff. Hebrews 11:17-22 (ESV)

e When God tested Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his long-awaited son, Isaac, Abraham continued to trust
that God would fulfill his promise to make Isaac his heir. He thought God might raise Isaac from the dead.

e |saac and Jacob passed on God’s blessing to their sons because they had faith that God’s promise to Abraham
would be upheld. God would not withdraw His promise.

Faithful Saints Obey God in the Face of Rejection

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the
king’s edict. 2 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 2> choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 2’ By
faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 2 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so
that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. Hebrews 11:23-28 (ESV)

e Moses grew up in the palace of the greatest king on earth at that time, yet he preferred God’s blessings more
desirable than Pharaoh’s wealth.

e Those who believe in Jesus may face rejection, but those with faith will prefer belonging to Jesus over
belonging to those who oppose Jesus.

Faithful Saints Will Be Victorious by God’s Act of Saving Them

29 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were drowned. 3 By faith the walls of Jericho fell
down after they had been encircled for seven days. 3! By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly
welcome to the spies. Hebrews 11:29-31 (ESV)

® God saved the Israelites escaping bondage in Egypt from Pharoah’s army by causing them to be drowned when
the waters of the Red Sea fell in on them.

® God provided victory for the Israelites when they defeated Jericho by marching around it for seven days.

e Rahab showed her faith in God by
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Faithful Saints Believed Even Though They Didn’t Know about Jesus’ Gracious Salvation
39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, “° since God had provided something better for us,

that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
e The saints of the Old Testament had a promise, but not a fulfillment.
e Jesus’ death and resurrection fulfilled the promises of God.
* Those who believe in Jesus are still waiting to receive the full blessing He has promised.

Jesus Was Most Faithful of All - Stay Focused on Him

I Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary
or fainthearted. # In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. Hebrews 12:1-2 (ESV)

« There can be no better example of faithfulness than the life of Jesus Christ.

« His example lays out a path to follow, for every believer.

« Believers must always, at all times, stay focused on what Jesus did for them.

« Those who are in Jesus may suffer, but as long as they are on this earth, they have not suffered to the

point of dying.

Faith is mysterious. It is a gift that God gives to every one of His people. Why God chooses
certain people to have faith is a mystery. How God puts faith into the hearts of His people is

also mysterious.

Obedience is not mysterious. Jesus said that those who love Him will keep his
commandments (John 14:15 & 21). Faith in Jesus goes hand in hand with love for Jesus. Faith
produces obedience as well. Obedience can be seen by a person’s actions. Whenever people
truly love Jesus, it shows in in their actions and words. It will be seen by everyone. It will also
be seen when those who believe in Jesus have love for each other. Jesus said that his people
would be known by their love (John 13:35).
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raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, when
dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the
Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child
was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather
to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt,
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Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking
and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all
these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should
not be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not
grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.
(ESV)
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